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Christopher Frederick Cresswell 
Chris Cresswell, one of the founding members of the South 
African Association of Botanists and an early member of 
Council and President, played a very active role in the estab-
lishme11l of the Associalion and the South African Journal of 
Botany. He trained as a plant physiologist/biochemist at 
Rhodes and Bristol Universities. 
He lectured for several years at the University of London 
before returning to South Africa to join Ihe staff of the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand. In 1967 he was appointed Head 
of the Department of Botany and Microbiology, a position he 
held until Botany and Microbiology became separate depart-
ments in 1982. His leadership qualities were rccognized and 
he was elected Dean of the Faculty of Science at the U niver-
sity of the Witwatersrand (1982- 1988) and tben Deputy Vice-
Chancellor and Principal of the Durban Campus of the Uni-
vcrsity of Natal. 
He is an outstanding researcher and was Director of the 
Photosynthetic Nitrogen Metabolism Unit at the Universities 
of the Witwatersrand and Natal. He trained many prominent 
scientists who play leadership roles in South Africa and 
abroad. 
Among the many honours bestowed on him arc: Senior 
Medal for Botany and Honorary Life Member of the South 
African Association of Botanists. First Honorary Fellow of 
the University of Natal, Honorary Vice-President of the 
National Union of S.A. Students, Life-Time Patron of the Fel-
lows of the University of Natal, and Founder Member of tlle 
Academy of Science of South Africa. 
This volume of the South African Journal of Botany is 
dedicated to Chris Creswell in recognition of the outstanding 
contribution that he has made to South African Botany and to 
South African Universities. 
